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Abstract  Objective: To investigate the expressions of cytokeratin (CK) 4 and 13 in hypopharyngeal squa-
mous cell carcinomas( HSCC) and to analyse their relationship with the clinicopathologic features. Method: The ex-
pressions of CK4 and CK13 were detecteded by immunohistochemistry in the cancer tissues and pericarcinomatous
tissues of 56 cases with HSCC. Then the integral optical density (iOD) was measured by VIDAS image analyser
and the data were statistically treated by SPSS 13. (. Result: The expressions of CK4 and CK13 were significantly
higher in pericarcinomatous tissues than those in cancerous tissues of HSCC (P<20. 01). Morever. the expression
levels of CK4 and CK13 were positively related to the extent of differentiation of HSCC (P<Z0, 05). The expres-
sion of CK4 were stonger in T, — T,, stage | — [| and NO than in T, —T, . stage [l — I\ and N+ (F=93, 814,
F=127 894 ,and T = 10. 678 respectively. all P<_0. 05). However the expression of did not correlated to the

tumor size, clinical stage and N stage in HSCC, Conclusion; The detection of CK4 and CK13 might play an impor-
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tant role in the early diagnosis. surgical procedure selection and prognostic prediction of HSCC,
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